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A message from Mr Sawyer  

Issue 773 — Friday 26th April 2024  

The Phoenix Flier 

Welcome to the first Phoenix Flier of the Summer Term. In the next few weeks and months we look forward to 

sunshine, smiles and the myriad adventures ahead. It has certainly been wonderful to see our pupils return 

full of life and despite the distinctly cold weather there has been a warm glow created as we have reconnected 

as a community.  This was clearly evident from the first day when we recognised the festival of Eid. The school 

was bathed in an array of colourful clothing and we enjoyed an informative assembly from Hina Safdar and a 

super themed lunch from our Sodexo team. I am grateful to all parents who generously donated funds to 

provide all children with a range of Eid treats to take home. Celebrating an array of cultural festivals across 

the year helps us to better understand different faiths and beliefs, so many of which share common messages 

about the support, care and kindness we should show to others. This is undoubtedly important to ensure our 

pupils grow into responsible and respectful young people who are aware of the world around them.  

All parents have the opportunity of 

attending a forthcoming webinar 

delivered by Dr Kathy Weston which 

focuses on building digital resilience in our 

children. It is clear from our own survey 

data, and that which is available 

nationally, between the ages of 3 and 11 

most children gain significant access to the 

online world. This has many benefits but it 

also comes with risks which can have a 

negative impact on wellbeing. We must 

work together to safeguard our children, 

even if they do not have their own devices 

yet they will explore the online world at 

some stage before they leave the Prep 

School. We therefore need to be sure, as 

best we can, that they do so competently 

and safely.  See inside this edition of the 

Phoenix Flier for more details. 

Bill Sawyer 

Head’s Challenge:  

What has 13 hearts, but no other organs?  

Photo of the Week: An exciting week of adventure and fun during the Easter Holidays for our Holiday 

School pupils. You find out the dates for forthcoming Holiday Schools in this edition. 
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The week before Easter saw the Prep School 

celebrating different countries, cultures and 

languages. Assemblies explored the importance 

and benefits of learning different languages and 

some of the problems associated with Google 

Translate! We were treated to a wonderful 

insight into Latin American language and culture 

from Mrs Troya and Lucia from Year 3 and an 

informative presentation from a group of 6th 

Form students about Indian language and 

culture. Kaira and Anika from Year 6 even 

showcased some superb traditional Indian dancing. French exchange 

students came to talk with our Year 6 pupils empowering them to speak 

French and offering some top tips on improving pronunciation. Pippa 

excelled by preparing international cuisine each day and Year 4 enjoyed 

sampling the delights of Indian cuisine! Our race across the world and travel 

roadshow events were also a huge success!  

Mrs Arrol 

International Week 
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Hockey Colours –  Miles Page, Rex White, Harrison Covell, Brian Franks, Ahmad Ifrahim, Flynn Nunnery, 

Ronav Gowda, Phoenix Emadi, Lewis Dargue, Joseph Austin.  

Netball Colours – Ella Leadbitter, Heidi Kingsbury, Kaira Nalawade, Lolwa Soliman, Zara Paul, Amelia 

Cheesman, Trisha Karpe.  

Art Colours – Florence Athey, Kaira Nalawade, Zara Paul, Trisha Karpe, Rebecca Nicholson, Anika Sunkavalli, 

Georgie Wood. 

OVERALL House Chess : 1st Brunel; 2nd Stephenson; =3rd Telford & Arkwright 

OVERALL House Hockey – 1st Arkwright; 2nd Brunel; 3rd Stephenson; 4th Telford 

OVERALL House Netball  – 1st 

Stephenson; 2nd Telford; 3rd 

Arkwright; 4th Brunel 

House Points - 1st Brunel (4146 

points; 79.7 average); 2nd Telford 

(3951; 76.0 average); 3rd Arkwright 

(3917; 75.3 average); 4th Stephenson 

(3640; 67.4 average) 

House competition winners this 

year:  

Arkwright - General Knowledge Quiz, 

Autumn House Points, STEAM Quiz, 

Boys’ Hockey 

Brunel - Girls’ Hockey, Rugby, Typing, 

Chess, Spring House Points 

Stephenson - Pancakes, Netball 

Telford - Coding 

OVERALL HOUSE LEADERBOARD: 

 4th - Telford 1487.5 

 3rd - Stephenson 1637 

 2nd - Arkwright 2099.5 

 1st - Brunel 2425  

Spring Term Awards Assembly 

Summer Term Captains 2024 

 Captain Vice-Captain 

3H Genevieve Prideaux George Birkin 

3J Ahaana Chelliah Lily Shilvock 

3P Arian Ladhar Hinako Yabuta 

4F Austin Oman Harrison Gurney 

4J Felix Maredia Isla Ladhar  

4S Freddie Bonner Ted Howlett 

5G Rory Fitzgerald Sandy Omar 

5H Manha Abdullah Annabelle Merritt 

5K Zara Mansoor Jack Siebel 

6H Emily Woolnough Will Baines 

6L Hannah Clarke Tallulah Morris 

6W Sri Rajaram Alice Scacco 

Arkwright Ettie Axtell  Harrison Covell 

Brunel Kaira Nalawade Phoenix Emadi 

Stephenson Brian Franks Olivia Groves 

Telford Anika Sunkavalli Ahmad Ifrahim 
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If your child is in Years 3-6 and is interested in taking part in 

individual peripatetic music lessons, please fill in this form and 

Mr Gooding will get back to you.  

Mr Gooding 

Please note this is an abridged version of the email sent to all 

parents prior to the start of term. Please keep an eye on it 

each week for updates, which will be written in red. 

Tuesday 30th April - Tooled Up Education Webinar—

EXCLUSIVELY for Yarm Parents! 

Please see the information on how to attend on the right. 

Wednesday 1st May - Y4 trip to 

the theatre 

Year 4 parents received 

information for this prior to the 

holidays. 

Wednesday 1st May - Informal 

Concert 

Parents of the children taking 

part in this will receive an email 

from Mr Gooding in the coming 

days. The concert takes place in 

the new hall from 4-5pm. 

Monday 6th May - Bank 

Holiday; School closed 

Tuesday 7th May - Class, U11 

sports teams and music 

ensemble photographs 

Please can all children from N-

Y6 come to school in the correct 

summer uniform today. 

Children involved in the sports 

and music photos will also need 

to bring in their games kit and 

musical instrument. 

Wednesday 8th May - Y4 

Vindolanda residential 

Year 4 depart to Northumbria 

today. They will return by 4pm 

on Friday 10th May. 

Monday 13th May - Y5 Drama 

Week 

It will be Year 5’s turn to enjoy 

their Drama Week, with a view to putting on a performance to 

parents. This will take place in the new hall on Friday 17th 

May at 4pm - full details will be sent to parents nearer the 

time. 

Wednesday 15th May - Preparation for Year 1 (for Reception 

parents) 

Parents of children in Reception are invited to a meeting to 

find out what Year 1 is like ahead of the new academic year. It 

takes place in the Studio Hall between 6-7pm. Parents are 

asked to sign up for this by clicking here. 

Monday 20th May - Y6 Lakes residential 

Year 6 depart for the Lake District today. They will return at 

7pm on Thursday 23rd May. 

Tuesday 21st May - Y2 Edinburgh trip 

Music lessons 

Summer Key Events 

http://bit.ly/yarmprepmusiclessons
http://bit.ly/yarmprepmusiclessons
https://forms.gle/oWHejDddSWadr55X8
https://forms.gle/oWHejDddSWadr55X8
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Full details of this trip will be sent to parents shortly. 

Thursday 23rd May - Half-term begins (after school) 

This is the last school day before half-term. Please note that 

school is closed on Friday 24th May. 

As you will know, the second half of the Summer term is very 

busy indeed! We will send out key details closer to the time 

but in the meantime, here are a few dates for your diaries: 

•Monday 3rd June - Pupils return to school. 

•Friday 7th June - Dance Showcase (involving Y3-6 

dancers). 

•Monday 10th June - Y3 York residential departs (return 

on Tuesday 11th June). 

•Wednesday 12th June - Induction Day for current Year 6 

at the Senior School. 

•Thursday 13th June - Prep Summer concert. 

•Friday 14th June - Bring Your Dads to School (Pre-Prep). 

•Wednesday 19th June - Nursery Sports Afternoon. 

•Friday 21st June - Summer Fair (2-5pm - full details 

coming in early May). 

•Monday 24th June - Prep Induction Morning (R-Y5). 

•Tuesday 25th June - Open Afternoon (Y3-6). 

•Wednesday 26th June - Pre-Prep Sports Morning; Y6 

Pupils v Parents Sports. 

•Friday 28th June - Prep Sports Day (Middlesbrough 

Sports Village); All clubs and activities finish today. 

•Monday 1st July - Pre-Prep Celebration (5pm; PAA). 

•Wednesday 3rd July - Prep Prize Giving (5.45pm; PAA); 

Nursery Celebration (2pm; Studio Hall). 

•Thursday 4th July - End of term at 12 noon; no after 

school care. 

Thank you as always for your support. 

Mr Stone 

We enjoyed celebrating Eid last week, especially the special 

assemblies delivered by Hina Safdar and Fatema Soni. We 

would also like to thank the parents who generously 

contributed towards the gifts given to every pupil in the 

school: Izza Saqib, Deepa Abdullah, Sara Ellahi, Fatema Soni, 

Mohammed Elsayed, Hira Alam, Anum Altaf, Nighat Perveen 

and Hina Safdar.  

Mr Stone 

Mrs Smith’s knitting activity  made some excellent progress 

last term! Well done to all who took part. 

Knitting 

Holiday School Dates 
Summer 2024:  

15th July to 2nd August (15 days) 

October 2024: 

21st—25th October (5 days) 

Christmas 2024:  

16th—20th December 2024 

Easter 2025: 

7th—11th April 2025 

Summer 2025: 

14th July—1st August 2025 

Eid Assembly 
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The first round of the annual Yarm Prep Chess 

Championships—the oldest Yarm Prep tournament! - began 

this week with a wide range of children from Years 3-6 playing 

their first round matches. 

Mr Grundmann 

Where musical theatre meets the circus... 

Cirque - The Greatest Show 

A brand-new show for 2024, following a very successful 2023 

tour.  

A world that explodes into colour as everyone’s favourite 

West End and Broadway hits combine with breath-taking, 

amazing performances, incredible contortionists, and thrilling 

feats of agility and flair.  

It’s the amazing variety spectacular everyone is talking about... 

welcome to Cirque: the award-winning, smash-hit sensation 

that is fun for all the family. Let 

the music lift you on a truly 

wondrous journey bursting with 

kaleidoscopic colour.  

This is a dynamic, feel-good 

show, suitable for all the family!  

Appearing on our stage, Tuesday 

28th and Wednesday 29th May 

with shows at 3pm and 7pm, you 

really don't want to miss this 

fantastic show.  

Promoter reserves the right to alter the programme. 

TICKETS:  

https://www.thepaaonline.org/whats-on/cirque-the

-greatest-show-2/  

It was the turn of Telford this week to make sweeties for their 

enterprise activity! 

Telford Enterprise Activity 

Coming up at the PAA 

Chess 

https://www.thepaaonline.org/whats-on/cirque-the-greatest-show-2/
https://www.thepaaonline.org/whats-on/cirque-the-greatest-show-2/
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Monday of this week marked Earth Day 2024 so at Tooled Up we’re thinking all about our planet and our natural 

environment. We want our children to grow up as passionate guardians of Planet Earth! Here are some of the 

resources Tooled Up offers to foster a love of nature in your children, all supported by research that shows the 

benefits of time outdoors enjoying what the     natural world can offer. 

Our list of 75 Things To Do Outside is a great place to start, packed with ideas from bug boxes to mud monsters. 

Thanks to technology there are plenty of ways to learn about the natural world as well as playing in it: this list 

of apps to help children engage with nature contains bug identifiers, bird guides and maps of the night sky. 

For the nature lovers in your house, this fantastic list of Books for Earth Day enables children of all ages to celebrate 

nature, learn about the world around them and feel like adventurers! 

There is a growing body of research looking into the positive effects of playing outdoors. We spoke to researcher 

Gemma Goldenberg about her work on the impact of outdoor learning on young children. You can hear about her 

findings in this podcast.  

When we engage our children in the natural environment, we also owe it to them to talk about climate change and 

the impact of human activity. In this podcast, Dr Kathy Weston talks to Dr Verity Jones about “eco anxiety”, thinking 

about the best way to discuss climate issues with young people.  

Upcoming Tooled Up Events 

Reaching Girls Early: Friday 26th April 2024, 09:30am BST 

Our Reaching Girls Early conference is nearly here! We have a fantastic lineup of expert panellists ready to discuss 

girls’ confidence and wellbeing, body acceptance, disordered eating and more. Find the full list of panellists and 

register here.   

Allergies and Asthma: May 10th 2024, 1:30pm BST 

Join Professor Adam Fox, Britain's leading paediatric allergy expert, as he answers your questions and shares his 

expertise on allergies and asthma in young people. Register here. 

The Tooled Up library is already packed with almost 350 evidence-based resources, including interviews with 

over 80 leading experts from around the world. But, it’s your library and we want to know how else we can 

help you? What new resources would you like to see? Which ones do you love? What could we do better?  

We always value your feedback and want to ensure that we are giving you the resources that you need.  Email 

us at research@tooledupeducation.com to let us know how we are doing! 

As a parent at a Tooled Up school, you have full unlimited access to the Tooled Up library. If you have not created 

your account yet, click here to register for an account. It takes less than 2 minutes to enter your details and unique 

school PIN: YPS1103 and if you need assistance, we are always happy to help at support@tooledupeducation.com.  If 

you already have an account and you have forgotten your password, click on any of the resource links above, click 

"Lost your password" and follow the instructions. 

Dr Kathy Weston 

Tooled Up Education 

https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/activity/75-things-to-do-outside
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/article/the-best-apps-to-help-children-engage-with-nature
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/book-list/books-for-earth-day
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/podcast/researcher-of-the-month-gemma-goldenberg-discusses-the-impact-of-outdoor-learning
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/podcast/dr-weston-talks-with-dr-verity-jones-managing-eco-anxiety
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/events/reaching-girls-early-proactive-approaches-for-mental-health-appearance-anxiety-and-body-dissatisfaction
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/events/qanda-allergies-and-asthma
mailto:research@tooledupeducation.com
http://www.tooledupeduction.com/register
mailto:suuport@tooledupeducation.com
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Coming Up 

You can find the Yarm School calendar for the 
Spring Term by clicking here 

APRIL 2024 

Mon 29 Knockout Chess begins 

  Last Y3 swimming of the year 

  Activities Carousel 4 (Y4-6) begins 

  YPSSC AGM (Prep Hall; 5.30pm) 

Tue 30  Dr Kathy Weston—Zoom webinar for parents 

  (7-8pm) 

MAY 2024 

Wed 1  Informal Concert (Prep Hall; 4pm) 

  Year 4 trip see Boy at the Back of the Class 

  (Newcastle Theatre Royal) 

  PHAB Club assembly 

Tue 2  U9 Boys’ Cricket v Dame Allan’s  

  (away; 2pm start, 4.30pm return) 

Fri 3  U10/11 Boys’ Cricket v Barnard Castle 

  (away; 2pm start, 4.30pm return) 

  U10/11 Girls’ Cricket v Barnard Castle  

  (home; 2.15pm start) 

Sun 5th UK Chess Challenge Mega Final 

  (PAA; 10am start, 5pm finish) 

Mon 6th School closed; Bank Holiday 

Tue 7th Class photographs 

  Summer Fair launched to Year 6 pupils 

  Y3 rocks talk with Emma Hilditch 

  U8 Boys’ Cricket v Cundall Manor 

  (away; 2pm start, 4.30pm return) 

  U8 Girls’ Cricket v Cundall Manor  

  (home; 2pm start) 

  Summer Fair launched to Year 6 with mentors  

Wed 8  Eco Club assembly 

  Year 4 Vindolanda residential departs 

Fri 10  Year 4 return from Vindolanda (4pm) 

  U10/11 Girls’ Cricket v Durham 

  (away; 2.15pm start, 4.30pm return) 

  U10/11 Boys’ Cricket v DCSF  

  (home; 2pm start) 

Sat 11  Open Morning (9am-12noon) 

Mon 13 Year 5 Drama Week commences 

  Year 3 Activities Carousel 5 begins 

Tue 14  School Captains Day 

Wed 15 House assemblies 

  Preparation for Y1  

  (meeting for Reception parents; 6pm) 

Fri 17  Y5 Drama Week Performance (4.15pm) 

Term Dates 

Summer Term 2024 
Half Term Begins  Thursday 23rd May 2024 

    (after school) 

Pupils Return   Monday 3rd June 2024 

Finish    Thursday 4th July 2024 

    At 12 noon 

    (after school; no after school care) 

Autumn Term 2024 
Preparation Day   Tuesday, 27th August 2024 

    Wednesday, 28th August 2024 

All pupils return   Thursday, 29th August 2024 

Half term begins   Friday, 18th October 2024  

    (after school) 

Pupils return    Monday, 4th November 2024 

Term ends    Friday, 13th December 2024  

    (after school; no after school care) 

Spring Term 2025 
Pupils return    Monday, 6th January 2025 

Half term begins   Thursday, 20th February 2025  

    (after school) 

INSET Day Friday  21st February 2025 

Pupils return    Monday 3rd March 2025 

Term ends Friday  4th April 2025 (after school) 

Summer Term, 2025 
Pupils return    Wednesday, 23rd April 2025 

Bank Holiday    Monday, 5th May 2025 

Half term begins   Thursday, 22nd May 2025  

    (after school) 

Pupils return    Monday, 2nd June 2025 

Term ends    Thursday, 3rd July 2025  

Celebration Assembly 

Head Teacher Awards:  

Year 4—Amani R. Year 6—Florence A., Brian F., Amelia 

C. 

Music Awards:  

Gold—Amelie T. Silver—Rebecca N., Aphelia S. 

Bronze—Martha L., Anwita D., Emily W., Zara M. 

 Values Endeavour 

3H Aaron Y. Dulcie B. 

3J Leah R. Joshua A. 

3P Lucy A. Daniel S. 

4F Monty B. Atticus WT. 

4J Felix M. Scarlett Y. 

4S Ziad S. Zac S. 

5G Thomas M. Rory F. 

5H Alice W. Angus F. 

5K Jenson C. Zara M. 

6H Kavan S. Rex W. 

6L Tallulah M. Yasmeen S. 

6W Aphelia S. Vedh A. 

https://www.yarmcalendar.org/
https://www.yarmcalendar.org/

