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As the academic year draws to a close, I want to extend my heartfelt thanks to 

every member of our school community for their unwavering support and 

dedication. We are incredibly fortunate to collaborate with our parents, united in 

our goal to help each pupil reach their full potential. This spirit of partnership has 

been ingrained in Yarm School since its founding in 1978 and continues to thrive 

today. Prioritising the welfare and progress of each child is central to our mission 

at Yarm Prep School. I am immensely proud of the staff for their commitment to 

this goal, from teaching and administrative roles to estates and support staff. Their collective efforts have 

made this year a huge success. The pupils themselves are a testament to this dedication, showcasing their 

energy, enthusiasm for school life, positive nature, and eagerness to embrace opportunities.  

I hope you enjoy the final newsletter of this academic year. It is a fitting celebration of our community’s 

achievements and the vibrant life at Yarm Prep. Inside, you’ll find fantastic photos and articles on Sports Day, 

the mock election, our quiz team’s success, and the end-of-year assembly honours. As we embark on our own 

adventures and cherish time with our families this holiday, I want to express my gratitude to my family—

Sarah, Amelie, and Wilf—for their unwavering love and support. I wish everyone a wonderful holiday and 

look forward to hearing about your adventures in the near future. 

Bill Sawyer 

Head’s 

Challenge:  

I can fly but have 

no wings, I can cry 

but have no eyes. 

What am I?  

Photo of the 

Week:  
A keenly contested 

Sports Day saw one 

house come out on 

top. But did they 

also win the annual 

house competition? 

Find out inside! 
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Sports Day is always one of the highlights of the school year. With every child doing every event pitted 

against similar ability it gives every child the opportunity to compete across six events.  

This year certainly did not disappoint for atmosphere and it was great to have the finish line packed with supporters 

throughout the morning. The track went in year group order with Year 3s starting proceedings brilliantly. The Year 5s and 6s 

began their competitions on the field with high jump, long jump and the throw all tightly contested.  As the day went on results 

were announced and the leader flipped a number of times which kept momentum high. By the end of the day we had just the 

Year 6 relays and the whole school watched with trepidation and cheered the children on.  

Congratulations to Stephenson who were presented with the trophy this year, 

Brunel were 2nd followed by 

Arkwright and Telford.   

Highlights from the children are as 

follows; 

Olivia - High jump was my favourite 

event. 

Charlie - I loved the relays. 

Lolwa - Cheering on the children.  

Eric - Bean bag race was my 

favourite. 

Thea- All the track events. 

William - The bean bag race. 

Fliss - Cheering everyone on. 

Stan - 100m sprint. 

Pradyoth - I enjoyed everything 

about sports day. 

Flynn—I loved the 100m race. 

Holly - Stephenson winning the House relay. 

Jack—The high jump. 

Isla - The bean bag 

race! 

Mrs Redhead-

Sweeney 

Sports Day 
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Weeks of campaigning came to a halt on Monday as Yarm Prep School went to 

the polls to vote in their own General Election.  

An incredible turnout of 98.7% kept the poll clerks from 5G busy all day, with even Year 2 coming 

along to have their say. In the end, following an intense after school counting session led by Daisy 

Callaghan, Stan Dugdale and James Booth, there was a dominant winner with Manha Abdullah 

(Golden Globes) elected as the MP for Yarm Prep!  

Manha collected an incredible 103 votes, more than twice those of the second placed Bella 

Mitchell (Excellent Emojis). Hot on her tails was Henry Stanley (Nitro; 45 votes), Henry Skidmore 

(Purple Phoenix; 32) and Holly Birkin (Coral; 30).  

5H must be congratulated for the intense, friendly election they fought, proving that politics is 

both exciting and can take place with dignity and purpose.  

In terms of which party was officially which, please see below! 

Mr Stone 

It was a case of so near, yet so far, for the Prep quiz teams again this year after an incredibly close finish 

to the National Schools final, organized by Quiz Club. 

All three of our finalist teams were in the running during the disjointed final, which saw a delay of nearly four hours midway 

through the event due to technical difficulties at Quiz Club HQ! At that point, Team 2 (Edward Williams, Aditi Kumar, Jack 

Morgan and Brian Franks) were in joint 1st with Bishop Challoner School. A tricky final 11 questions during the second—

afternoon—leg of the event saw them drop down to 9th at the end with 1675 points, which is a super achievement. 

Team 1 (Hannah Mhando, Dara Jafari, Manha Abdullah and Benjamin Fulford) gave a good account of themselves throughout 

the competition as well, finishing in 8th with a fine 1715 points after a final round where they scored maximum points. In 

previous years, such a score would have been good enough for a podium finish! 

Team 3 (Zoyaa Soni, Freddie Wilson, Olivia Tiew and Alex Prideaux) were incredibly lucky not to win. Going into the ‘second 

half’ in 7th, they only dropped 40 points over the rest of the competition to finish on 1835—a score that would have won the 

competition the previous two years! In the end though they had to settle for an impressive 3rd. However, following checks by 

the organisers that found one of the other teams had registered five players, Team 3 were 

promoted to 2nd spot, just 10 points behind winners KCS Wimbledon! 

Well done to all of the children who took part—not just the 12 in the final, but also the eight 

who were knocked out in the semi-finals and all of the reserves who competed in the Yarm 

Schools Quiz. 2nd in the UK is our joint highest ever finish (tied with 2022), while three teams 

in the top 8 is unheard of! One day , it would be nice to win! 

Mr Stone 

Prep Election 
Golden Globes—Conservative 

Coral—Labour 

Purple Phoenix—Liberal Democrat 

Nitro—Reform 

Excellent Emojis—Green  

National General Knowledge Championships 
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Last Wednesday the Y6 took part in the annual 

Parents v Pupils Sports Evening. This year we 

started off with a number of Sports Day races, 

where the children got to race against their 

adults, all of the races were exceptionally 

competitive. Following this everyone was able 

to take part in either Cricket, Netball or 

Tennis, the competitiveness continued. The 

event finished with the traditional BBQ. Well 

done to everyone that took part. 

Mr Simpson 

Pupil v Parents Sports 
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Cricket colours – Ahmad Ifrahim, Pradyoth Karanam, Vedh Arcot, Rex White, Sri Rajaram; Ellie Atkins, Amelia 

Cheesman, Charlie Donnor-Broom, Sylvia Dugdale, Heidi Kingsbury, Rebecca Nicholson, Thea Speight, Emily 

Woolnough. 

Athletics Colours – Emily Woolnough, Olivia Groves, Amelia Cheesman, Heidi Kingsbury, Thea Speight, Zara Paul, 

Harrison Covell, Ronav Gowda, Flynn Nunnery, Miles Page, Rex White. 

Art Colours – Alice Scacco, Ollie Bridle, Noah Win Tin. 

Dance Colours -  Ella Leadbitter, Heidi Kingsbury, Anika Sunkavalli and Ettie Axtell. 

Speech and Drama Colours - Noah Win Tin, Thea Speight, Erin Goh, Rebecca Nicholson, Anika Sunkavalli, Maisie 

Shuttleworth. 

Prep Baccalaureate - Y3: Arian Ladhar, Jayden Gerrard, Harrison Vanek, Hannah Mhando, Genevieve Prideaux, 

Agam Vats, Edward Gildroy, Edie Thompson, Leah Roberts, Felicity Thompson, Dulcie Bell, Noah Speight, Hinako 

Yabuta, Zara Groves, Aaron Younger, Myla Gupta Bhalla, Nael Siddiqi; Y4: Isla Ladhar, Amelie Tailor, Dara Jafari; Y5: 

Annalise Dixon, Emily Quayle, Annabelle Merritt, Manha Abdullah; Y6: Alex Prideaux, Olivia Groves, Ollie Bridle, 

George Pike. 

Digital Leaders - Jack Siebel, Manha Abdullah, Annalise Dixon, Emily Quayle, Thomas Maxey, Stan Dugdale, Jack 

Morgan, Martha Leary, Roland Morris, Sri Rajaram, Pradyoth Karanam, Alex Prideaux. 

Knockout Chess winner - Dara Jafari (trophy); certificates to the last 16.  

OVERALL Sports Day – 1st – Stephenson; Brunel, Arkwright, Telford. 

Victor/Victrix - Rex White, Amelia Cheesman. 

OVERALL House Cricket –  1st – Brunel;  Stephenson, Arkwright, Telford. 

OVERALL House Cricket –  1st – Stephenson; Arkwright, Brunel, Telford. 

House Points THIS TERM -  1st – Brunel 4735 (avg 91.1 per pupil); 2nd - Arkwright 4498 (86.5); 3rd - Telford 3949 

(75.9); 4th - Stephenson 3922 (72.6). 

House competition winners this year: Arkwright - General Knowledge Quiz, Autumn House Points, STEAM Quiz, 

Boys’ Hockey; Brunel - Girls’ Hockey, Rugby, Typing, Chess, Spring House Points, Cricket (Boys), Summer House 

Points; Stephenson - Pancakes, Netball, Cricket (Girls), Sports Day; Telford - Coding. 

OVERALL HOUSE STANDINGS:    4th - Telford 1737.5 

      3rd - Stephenson 2462 

      2nd - Arkwright 2649.5 

      1st - BRUNEL 3300 

BRUNEL ARE THE OVERALL WINNING HOUSE OF 2023-2024! 

The first time Brunel have won the House Competition since 2013! Only the second time Stephenson have NOT 

won in 10 years! 

End of Year Assembly 
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If your child is in Years 3-6 and is interested in taking part in 

individual peripatetic music lessons, please fill in this form and 

Mr Gooding will get back to you.  

Mr Gooding 

Our live order form is open for parents to book a mouthguard 

fitting session for their child at school, on Friday 30th August 

(second day back after the holidays). To book a fitting for your 

child, please click on this link. 

Back to Bacharach - The Very Best of Burt 

Bacharach - Sunday 22nd September, 7.30pm  

Fall in love again with the timeless music of Burt Bacharach in 

this dazzling tribute to one of the 20th century’s best- loved 

songwriters.  

Magic Moments Orchestra, as Back To Bacharach takes you on 

a moving musical journey through some of the greatest 

masterpieces in the Bacharach songbook.  

One Night in Dublin - Saturday 12th October, 

7.30pm  

For nearly 15 years Middi and his legendary 'Wild Murphys' 

have been playing Irish music to the masses and now they're 

bringing Murphys Pub to Yarm. Come and join in the craic as 

this award winning seven piece Irish band covers songs by the 

Pogues, The Dubliners, The Saw Doctors, Daniel O' Donnell, 

Flogging Molly, Dropkick Murphys, Van Morrison and many 

more, in their own unique and upbeat style.  

ROH Live: Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland -  

Wednesday 16th October, 7.15pm and Sunday 

20th October, 2pm  

At a garden party on a sunny afternoon, Alice is surprised to 

see her parents’ friend Lewis Carroll transform into a white 

rabbit. When she follows him down a rabbit hole, events 

become curiouser and curiouser…  

As Alice journeys through Wonderland, she encounters 

countless strange creatures. She’s swept off her feet by the 

charming Knave of Hearts, who’s on the run for stealing the 

tarts. Confusion piles upon confusion. Then Alice wakes with a 

start. Was it all a daydream?  

Live stream production in the Friarage Theatre. 

Thank you to everyone who donated 

towards our ‘Wear an Item of Blue’ 

fundraiser this week. A total of £246/18 

was raised for Butterwick Hospice! Well 

done to Immy Clark for organising the 

event! 

Music lessons 

Titan Mouthguards 

Coming Up at the PAA 

Butterwick Hospice Fundraiser 

http://bit.ly/yarmprepmusiclessons
http://bit.ly/yarmprepmusiclessons
https://titanmouthguards.com/yarm-prep-school-order-form/
https://titanmouthguards.com/yarm-prep-school-order-form/
https://www.thepaaonline.org/whats-on/back-to-bacharach/
https://www.thepaaonline.org/whats-on/back-to-bacharach/
https://www.thepaaonline.org/whats-on/one-night-in-dublin-2/
https://www.thepaaonline.org/whats-on/one-night-in-dublin-2/
https://www.thepaaonline.org/whats-on/roh-live-alices-adventures-in-wonderland/
https://www.thepaaonline.org/whats-on/roh-live-alices-adventures-in-wonderland/
https://www.thepaaonline.org/whats-on/roh-live-alices-adventures-in-wonderland/
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Coming Up 

You can find the Yarm School calendar for the 
Summer Term by clicking here 

JULY 2024 

Mon 15 Summer Holiday School begins 

AUGUST 2024 

Fri 2  Summer Holiday School finishes 

Wed 28 Nursery Induction Afternoon (1-3.30pm) 

Thu 29  Autumn Term begins 

  Nursery finishes at 3pm; R-Y2 at 3.15pm 

  After School Care as usual 

  Peer Mentor training (3.45-4.45pm) 

Fri 30  Titan moughtguard fittings 

  Nursery finishes at 3pm; R-Y2 at 3.15pm 

  After School Care as usual 

SEPTEMBER 2024 

Tue 3  Y3/4 Parents’ Information Evening (6pm) 

Wed 4  Individual photographs 

  Y5/6 Parents’ Information Evening (6pm) 

  (includes Peat Rigg briefing for Y5 parents) 

Thu 5  Nursery & Pre-Prep Parents’ Info. Evening 

  (6pm) 

Fri 6  Year 5 Peat Rigg residential begins 

  YPSSC New Families BBQ (4-5.30pm) 

Sun 8  Year 5 return from Peat Rigg (3pm approx.) 

Mon 9  Clubs and activities begin 

  Prep Safety Week 

  Activities Carousel 1 begins (Y3-6) 

  YPSSC (6pm; Library) 

Tue 10  New Parents’ Pop Up Event (8-9am; Prep Hall) 

Thu 12  New Parents’ Pop Up Event (8-9am; Prep Hall) 

Fri 13  Senior School Prize Giving (2pm) 

Tue 17  Brunel Charity Day 

  Year 4 trip to Bowes Museum 

  New Parents’ Pop Up Event (8-9am; Prep Hall) 

Wed 18 Year 6 trip to Robin Hood’s Bay (4.45pm return) 

Thu 19  New Parents’ Pop Up Event (8-9am; Prep Hall) 

  Year 6 trip to Robin Hood’s Bay (4.45pm return) 

Sat 21  Stokesley Show 

Tue 24  Year 1 trip to Museum of Hartlepool 

  Year 3 trip to Great North Museum, Newcastle 

  NSPCC Stay Safe workshops for Y2, 5 & 6 

Wed 25 NSPCC Stay Safe workshops for Y2, 5 & 6 

  Year 2 Beach Clean 

Thu 26  School Council 

Fri 27  YPSSC Event (7-10pm; PAA) 

Sat 28  Open Morning (9am-12noon) 

  U10 Clegg Cup Rugby (at Barnard Castle) 

Term Dates 

Autumn Term 2024 
Preparation Day   Tuesday, 27th August 2024 

    Wednesday, 28th August 2024 

All pupils return   Thursday, 29th August 2024 

Half term begins   Friday, 18th October 2024  

    (after school) 

Pupils return    Monday, 4th November 2024 

Term ends    Friday, 13th December 2024  

    (after school; no after school care) 

Spring Term 2025 
Pupils return    Monday, 6th January 2025 

Half term begins   Thursday, 20th February 2025  

    (after school) 

INSET Day Friday  21st February 2025 

Pupils return    Monday 3rd March 2025 

Term ends Friday  4th April 2025 (after school) 

Summer Term, 2025 
Pupils return    Wednesday, 23rd April 2025 

Bank Holiday    Monday, 5th May 2025 

Half term begins   Thursday, 22nd May 2025  

    (after school) 

Pupils return    Monday, 2nd June 2025 

Term ends    Thursday, 3rd July 2025  

(after Prize Giving) 

Celebration Assembly            

 Values Endeavour 

3H Lucia RM. Felicity T. 

3J Zaviyar R. Eliza S. 

3P Hamdan A. Karunya G. 

4F Hattie P. Harrison G. 

4J Bertie H. Freddie W. 

4S Amani R. Sia S. 

5G Ben F. Thomas M. 

5H Rosa W. Holly B. 

5K Cooper W. Dax C. 

6H Alex P. Ella L. 

6L Sylvia D. Ollie B. 

6W Pradyoth K. Aphelia S. 

https://www.yarmcalendar.org/
https://www.yarmcalendar.org/

