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It has been another eventful week for our school community as our expansive 

activities and clubs programme has kicked into gear offering our pupils myriad 

opportunities to further new interests, consolidate learning, develop skills and 

try fresh pursuits. We offer such a range of clubs and activities because we 

recognise the important life lessons and the personal development provided by 

such experiences. As an example, outside of lessons times, today in our clubs 

programme our Library has hosted morning and lunchtime reading clubs, our Y6 

pupils have had a maths workshop, the Senior Choir has been in action, the art room has been populated by 

Art Attack and Autumn Art, Eco club have convened and the Philosophy club have pondered big questions. Our 

sports pitches have played host to early morning multi skills, mixed hockey and netball clubs, whilst others 

have enjoyed Prep Steps dance, squash and drama!   

All in all, we offer 69 different extracurricular club sessions a week and 33 different activity lessons on 

Monday and Wednesday. This breadth offers the chance to explore and be more creative. It allows pupils to 

draw connections across various disciplines. It helps to develop innovators, confident problem solvers and 

flexible learners. It’s Educating for Life and it’s a huge amount of fun. I look forward to seeing our pupils 

embrace our clubs and activities this term and grow as a result, and I thank the staff team for making such an 

offer possible.  

Bill Sawyer 

Head’s Challenge: To be gold is to be good, to be stone is to be nothing, to be 

glass is to be fragile, to be cold is to be cruel. What am I?  

Photo of the Week: Congratulations 

to former pupil Faye Rogers for winning 

Paralympics GOLD medallist in the S10 

Women’s 100m Butterfly.  

Faye competed in the GB Olympic trials as a 

Sixth Former at Yarm, and responded with 

incredible fortitude since the car accident 

that left her with injuries that changed the 

course of her swimming career. She was 

incredible as our Guest of Honour at last 

term's Prep School Prizegiving recalling her 

journey to being a Paralympic athlete and 

providing inspiration to our pupils and staff, 

with a lesson in the importance of grit, 

resilience, hope and unfailing 

determination.  

Faye competed in 3 finals at the Paris 

Paralympics: Women's 100m Butterfly S10 

(1st), Women's 200m Medley SM10 (5th) 

and Women's 400m Freestyle S10 (5th). 
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My favourite thing about Peat Rigg was the zipline and crate 

stacking. The instructors were all really nice, but I really liked 

Dean because he was funny, kind and helpful.  

Amani R. 

I really liked Peat Rigg because the staff were nice and the food 

was delicious. My favourite activity was the zipline because you 

went really fast and you feel like you’re flying.  

Mana H. 

My favourite part of Peat Rigg was the zipline, the food and the 

crate stacking. The zipline was high in the air, the food was 

delicious and the crate stacking was wobbly. 

Hugo K. 

My favourite thing that we did at Peat Rigg was orienteering. I 

enjoyed it the most because we used maps and we explored. I 

also loved doing the caving because we had to find fossils, it was really interesting and great fun.   

Annabelle A. 

What I enjoyed about Peat Rigg was archery because it is really fun and I scored a bullseye (which 

is ten points). I got 38 points altogether out of my 9 turns.  

Paari M. 

What I liked about Peat Rigg was the zip line and low ropes. My favourite activity was caving and 

archery.  

Andrés O. 

The thing I enjoyed most about Peat Rigg was zip lining upside down because I felt like a gymnast! I also stayed upside down 

longer than everyone because I did not know how to get down... The second best thing was bushcraft because we got to roast 

marshmallows. I also enjoyed doing the night activities in the dark because they were exciting and intriguing.  

Hattie P. 

 I enjoyed the caves and low 

ropes at Peat Rigg the most. The 

cave was where you go into 

caves to find fossils then guess 

which one it was. Low ropes was 

an obstacle course with ropes. 

Ziplining was also really fun 

because you were really high up 

Year 5 Peat Rigg Residential 
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and then went down 

really fast.  

Beatrice T. 

I loved Peat Rigg’s 

orienteering as it was so 

much fun. We worked 

very well as a team. It 

helped that I was in a 

team of girls and boys. I 

also liked the low ropes, the zip wire and bush craft.  

Amelie T. 

What I enjoyed most about Peat Rigg was the low 

ropes because we worked in teams. It was a great 

weekend. 

Azlan U. 

My favourite activity at Peat Rigg was the low ropes 

and zip line and going upside down! Low ropes is an 

obstacle course with ropes which one can use to swing oneself from 

platform to platform.  

Emma W.         

My favourite activity at Peat Rigg was the caving because we had to find 

fossils and gems stuck onto the walls. We had to put on a caving 

uniform. There were four different entrances we had to go through. My 

favourite one was the swamp one. We had to commando crawl our way 

through the entrance. It was so fun. We had to guess the gem or fossil 

then we were sent to find another one.  

Freddie  W. 

My favourite thing we did in Peat Rigg was archery because you had to 

aim and then fire the arrow.  

Atticus W.T. 
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The Year 5’s have had a wonderful start to the academic year. In English, they have been exploring ‘The Fantastic Flying 

Books of Mr Morris Lessmore’ and they have showcased their writing skills with some beautiful descriptive paragraphs. 

They’ve been responsible when taking on their house duties at break time and lunch times and have been role models to 

other children in the school. Year 5’s have embraced their growth mindsets during lessons and thought about their goals 

for the year ahead. Last weekend they went on their first residential of the year and they thoroughly enjoyed the 

challenges and excitement of what Peat Rigg had to offer. A wonderful start to the year and many memories have 

already been made.  

Team Year 5 

The thing I have liked in Year 5 so far is maths because I felt like I could wizz through everything in Year 4, but now it's starting 

to get harder. I also love my teacher as she is kind and encouraging.  

Sajan G. 

In Year 5, I really like games because I love sport. I also love how we get to be responsible by doing house duties. I also like RE 

and PE. I have really enjoyed learning about Roman numerals!  

Zac S. 

I have enjoyed languages in Year 5 because we had fun creating our Wollow Hippo.  

Shanvi P. 

The first thing I have liked about Year 5 is my teacher because she is really kind. The second thing is science lessons because I 

like doing experiments. The final thing is being with my friends at break times. 

Edith G. 

I race for the Shetland pony Grand National and I raise money for someone called Bob Champion. He defeated cancer and it is 

a cancer charity so I race all round the UK for the charity.  

Annabelle A. 

I have karate lessons and I’m really high in belts. My favourite sport is hockey and I like supporting my team. I love playing on 

my Nintendo. I am really interested in Pokémon because it has lots of surprises in the anime version and it makes it fun.  

Paari M.   

Something interesting about me is that I actually love sailing and I sail at the Scaling Dam Sailing Club. I have only done a bit of 

sailing so far, but I have picked it up quite quickly. In my spare time I mostly enjoy going on air trails and climbing places, it is 

really fun. My favourite book series is Percy Jackson because it is very exciting, I can’t stop reading them! 

Hattie P. 

My favourite thing about Year 5 so far is the new activities like chess, sport and languages lessons and having Chromebooks 

because I have not used one before. I have also enjoyed drawing Banksy pictures and also turning a negative picture into a 

positive picture. 

Beatrice T. 

Meet Year 5! 
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We welcomed Red House School 

to our games session on Friday 

last week to take part in a pre 

season session. The girls mixed 

up, worked on their passing and 

dribbling together before we 

played some games together. The 

Year 6’s were good company and 

looked after the girls developing 

their hosting skills.  

All girls in Year 5&6 today are 

involved in hockey fixtures v 

Queen Mary’s and I look forward 

to seeing them in action. It is 

great to get them all a game so 

early on in the season.  

Mrs Redhead-Sweeney 

PE and Games News 

How to set up Fixtures Pro on your Smartphone 

It’s how to find details of sports fixtures and team line-ups for the Prep School. It is also very easy to set up on your Apple or 

Android device. Please follow these instructions.  

FOR ANDROID DEVICES: 

FOR APPLE DEVICES: 

Follow steps 1-4 above, then:  

5) At the bottom of your phones screen drag your finger up and you have a square and arrow icon (photo 

left)  and if you click this you can then see the icon that says 'Add to home screen'. Click this.  

6) Congratulations! You are all set and on your phone screen you should see the Yarm School logo which is 

now your very own shortcut to team sheets etc.  

1. Access the 

Yarm School 

website via the 

browser on your 

device. 

2. Click on 'Senior 

School' at the top 

of the page.  

3. Click on 'Sport' 

which appears 

down the left-

hand side.  

4. Click on 

‘Fixtures and 

Results’. 

5. In the top-right 

corner of the 

browser, click on 

the three dots, 

then click on 

‘Add to Home 

screen’. 

6. Give the link a 

name. 

7. Add to your 

phone home 

screen. 
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As an introduction to our new history topic on the Ancient Greeks, 6H created timelines on backing paper showing 

all the periods of the Ancient Greek Period. They also annotated other periods of history that were happening at 

the same time. This has helped to further their chronological understanding. 

Mr Harandon 

Our first Spanish activity session this week saw children making Mexican god's eyes or Ojo de Dios to take home 

and bring health and happiness to their homes! 

Mrs Arrol 

Year 6 History 

Spanish Activity 
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You may have heard your children (or me at the Parent Information Events last week) talk about the High 5s. But 

what are they? How do we teach them? 

The High 5s are a set of five standard behaviours and actions 

we expect as standard of all children and members of the 

school community. If we are able to see these in action on a 

regular, consistent basis, we will go a long way to 

demonstrating our key School Values of safe, responsible 

and respectful. 

The High 5s are as follows:  

 Walk around school and line up quietly 

 Look after your posessions (and school 

possessions such as Chromebooks, library 

books, etc) 

 Inform a teacher if you have any worries 

 Be an upstander for others 

 Remember your manners 

Upstanding is the most difficult one of the High 5s. The children have said it can be hard to say something when they see or 

hear something they know is not right. Even at a young age, peer pressure is substantial but by developing a culture of 

upstanding, it is hoped to challenge this pressure. 

To help children with upstanding we ask them to consider the 5 D’s of they see or hear something they are uncomfortable 

with. These are a series of strategies which, over time, help create a toolkit to deal with difficult situations. They are: 

Distract—Talk to the person who is being poorly treated about something completely different, ignoring the person being 

mean. 

Delegate—Find someone else who can deal with the matter, preferably a teacher or a peer mentor. 

Document—Make a note of what has happened and share it with a teacher. 

Delay—Ask the person who has been the recipient of the mean/unkind behaviour if they 

want to play, or if they need help. 

Direct—If the child feels safe and confident enough to do so, they can address the 

behaviour directly by telling the perpetrator to “Leave them alone.“ 

Please spend some time talking about the High 5s and the 5 Ds over the coming days and 

weeks as we continue to build on our School Values to give our pupils the skills and 

values to take with them throughout life. 

High 5s 
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If your child is in Years 3-6 and is interested in taking part in 

individual peripatetic music lessons, please fill in this form and 

Mr Gooding will get back to you.  

Mr Gooding 

The Child Exploitation and Online Protection Centre (CEOP) 

aims to keep children and young people safe from sexual 

abuse and grooming online. 

Parents, carers and children can report a concern about child 

sexual abuse or online exploitation to the CEOP Safety Centre. 

ANY CHILD IN IMMEDIATE DANGER SHOULD ALWAYS CALL 

999 FIRST. 

You can contact CEOP by clicking on the logo on this page. This 

links to the CEOP website where you can report any concerns 

you may have. Alternatively, click www.ceop.police.uk/safety-

centre/. 

Mr Stone 

If your child is in Years 3-6 and is interested in taking part in 

individual peripatetic speech and drama lessons, please fill in 

this form and Mr Stone will get back to you.  

Mr Stone 

Mrs Smith is collecting egg boxes and shoeboxes. If you have 

any, please could you bring them to school and leave them in 

the D&T room or on top of the lockers outside 5G. Thank you. 

Mrs Smith 

Kerry Ellis - Queen of the West End Tour—Sunday 

6th October, 7.30pm  

From My Fair Lady to We Will Rock You, from Les Miserables 

to Wicked, in both the West End and on Broadway, she has 

starred in musical theatre’s biggest roles, making shows her 

own and earning her numerous awards. Her list of credits is 

remarkable and also include Oliver!, Cats, Miss Saigon, Chess, 

The War Of The Worlds, and Anything Goes, among many 

others. 

A unique opportunity to see and hear the West End’s biggest 

hits in a very intimate setting on a tour of the UK. Don’t miss 

it! 

Gerardo Rodrigues - Piano Solo Tour '24—Monday 

7th October, 7pm  

His Piano Solo Concert, is 90 minutes of pure emotions, just 

how all his music was composed – Only at the piano. Gerardo 

Rodrigues is, without a doubt, a name that has established 

himself in music, and leaves no one, who has attended one of 

his concerts, indifferent.  

Don't miss his return to the Princess Alexandra Auditorium.  

Aled Jones - Full Circle Tour—Friday 11th October, 

7.30pm  

Prepare to hear Aled Jones as you’ve never heard him before. 

He was the boy treble who captivated the world with his 

angelic voice. Selling over seven million albums, Aled was the 

original, classical crossover star. His recording of Walking in 

the Air, from the animated film The Snowman, firmly 

established him as a household name and he has become an 

integral part of the nation's festivities.  

Now, after 40 years in the business, he’s looking back on a 

remarkable career with a one-man show, that will feature 

never-before-heard music, tales from the decades and for the 

first time, his story told in his own words. It's time to come Full 

Circle. 

It has been an exciting opening week to our clubs and 

activities programme, and a real pleasure to see so many 

children looking to try out new clubs. 

We still have some spaces in a number of clubs. If your child is 

interested in joining any of the following, please contact Mr 

Stone. 

MONDAYS: Y3-6 Advanced Fencing (for those who have 

fenced before; begins after half-term). 

TUESDAYS: Y4-5 Biography Club, Y5-6 Table Tennis, Y5-6 Hard 

Ball Cricket 

Music lessons 

Coming Up at the PAA 

D&T HELP! 

Speech and Drama lessons 

CEOP 

Clubs and Activities 

Holiday School Dates 
October 2024: - 21st—25th October (5 days) 

Christmas 2024: - 16th—20th December 2024 

Easter 2025: - 7th—11th April 2025 

Summer 2025: - 14th July—1st August 2025 

http://bit.ly/yarmprepmusiclessons
http://bit.ly/yarmprepmusiclessons
https://www.ceop.police.uk/Safety-Centre/
https://www.ceop.police.uk/Safety-Centre/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScCKbrRWOknNv2Opdt2873JJzNodIE6DKpQbu9J8MD4KPfEzg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScCKbrRWOknNv2Opdt2873JJzNodIE6DKpQbu9J8MD4KPfEzg/viewform
https://www.thepaaonline.org/whats-on/kerry-ellis/
https://www.thepaaonline.org/whats-on/kerry-ellis/
https://www.thepaaonline.org/whats-on/gerardo-solo-tour-24/
https://www.thepaaonline.org/whats-on/gerardo-solo-tour-24/
https://www.thepaaonline.org/whats-on/aled-jones-full-circle/
https://www.thepaaonline.org/whats-on/aled-jones-full-circle/
mailto:gns@yarmschool.org?subject=Clubs
mailto:gns@yarmschool.org?subject=Clubs
https://www.ceop.police.uk/Safety-Centre/
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WEDNESDAYS: Y4-5-6 Chess For Fun, Y4-5-6 Music Theory 

THURSDAYS: Y3-4 Board Games, Y4-5-6 Autumn Art, Y4-5-6 

Philosophy (begins 26/9), Y4-5-6 Squash, Y5-6 Drama. 

https://bit.ly/yarmcurriculum
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After the initial back-to-school rush when we’re getting used to new stages, new 

environments and new routines, it’s normal for some nerves and anxiety to creep 

in for children and parents alike. This is a great time to consider the ways that we 

support each other at home and within the family. 

Family “audits” are periodic conversations where you evaluate what is working 

well in family life, and perhaps some things that need improving. When we 

‘check in’ with our children, we are showing them we care about their feelings 

and are committed to taking proactive steps to improve family life. Try 

this template to spark a family chat or use these tips to navigate through more 

difficult family conversations. If co-parenting, consider areas of consensus or 

disagreement with our Parenting Behaviours Audit. 

If wobbles (feelings of anxiety and uncertainty) – are affecting your family at the 

start of the new academic year, Tooled Up has resources to help your children 

and adults. Our popular wobble ladder, and the slightly more detailed wobble 

worksheet for older children, offers an easy and visual way to plan for dealing 

with moments of anxiety. For more information on childhood anxiety listen to this podcast with Professor Cathy 

Creswell of Oxford University. 

S 
taying connected is vital to family relationships but can be tricky once the routine of work and school 

kicks in. This webinar with Dr Gauri Seth explores how we can stay emotionally connected with our 

children while juggling our stressful lives. Dr Seth also joined Tooled Up for this webinar on navigating 

the teen brain and staying connected with your child as they get older. Parents of boarders can use 

these strategies over the period of separation.  

The Tooled Up library is already packed with almost 350 evidence-based resources, including 

interviews with over 80 leading experts from around the world. But, it’s your library and we want to 

know how else we can help you? What new resources would you like to see? Which ones do you 

love? What could we do better?  

We always value your feedback and want to ensure that we are giving you the resources that you need.  Email us at 

research@tooledupeducation.com to let us know how we are doing! 

A quick reminder As a parent at a Tooled Up school, you have full unlimited access to the Tooled Up library. If you 

have not created your account yet, click here to register for an account. It takes less than 2 minutes to enter your 

details and unique school PIN: YPS1103 and if you need assistance, we are always happy to help 

at support@tooledupeducation.com.  If you already have an account and you have forgotten your password, then 

simply click on any of the resource links above, click "Lost your password" and follow the instructions. 

Dr Kathy Weston 

Tooled Up Education 

https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/activity/family-audit-template
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/tips-to-try/turning-over-stones-how-to-audit-family-life-and-have-difficult-conversations
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/activity/parenting-behaviours-audit
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/activity/wobble-ladder
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/activity/wobble-worksheet
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/activity/wobble-worksheet
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/podcast/dr-kathy-weston-talks-with-professor-cathy-creswell-childhood-anxiety
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/webinar/connecting-with-our-children-whilst-living-high-stress-lifestyles
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/webinar/navigating-the-teen-brain-and-the-parent-child-connection-a-qanda-with-dr-gauri-seth
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/webinar/parenting-a-child-at-boarding-school-strategies-for-staying-connected-and-close
mailto:research@tooledupeducation.com
http://www.tooledupeduction.com/register
mailto:suuport@tooledupeducation.com
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/activity/parenting-behaviours-audit
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/webinar/connecting-with-our-children-whilst-living-high-stress-lifestyles
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Coming Up 

You can find the Yarm School calendar for the 
Summer Term by clicking here 

SEPTEMBER 2024 

Tue 17  Brunel Charity Day (details to follow) 

  Year 4 trip to Bowes Museum 

  New Parents’ Pop Up Event (8-9am; Prep Hall) 

  U8 Girls’ Hockey workshop with Queen Mary’s 

  (away; 2.15pm start, 4pm return) 

Wed 18 6L trip to Robin Hood’s Bay (4.45pm return) 

Thu 19  New Parents’ Pop Up Event (8-9am; Prep Hall) 

  6H/6K  trip to Robin Hood’s Bay (4.45pm return) 

  U9 Rugby v Durham School 

  (away; 2pm start, 4.15pm return) 

Fri 20  U10/11 Rugby v Cundall & Terrington 

  (away; 2.15pm start, 4.30pm return) 

  U10/11 Girls’ Hockey v Durham School 

  (home; 2.15pm start) 

Sat 21  Stokesley Show 

Tue 24  Year 1 trip to Museum of Hartlepool 

  Year 3 trip to Great North Museum, Newcastle 

  NSPCC Stay Safe workshops for Y2, 5 & 6 

Wed 25 NSPCC Stay Safe workshops for Y2, 5 & 6 

  Year 2 Beach Clean at Marske 

Thu 26  European Day of Languages 

  School Council 

Fri 27  YPSSC Event (7-10pm; PAA) 

Sat 28  Open Morning (9am-12noon) 

  U10 Clegg Cup Rugby (at Barnard Castle) 

Mon 30 Harvest collection begins today 

  Collecting for Billingham & Stockton Foodbank 

OCTOBER 2024 

Tue 1  Curiosity Emporium (1pm) 

  U8 Girls’ Hockey Workshop with Cundall Manor 

  (away; 2pm start, 3.45pm return)  

Wed 2  NEJS Girls’ Hockey and Boys’ Rugby 

  (GSAL; 9am depart, 11am start, 4pm return) 

  Year 2 trip to Captain Cook School Room 

  English Parent Information Event (4pm) 

Thu 3  Y3/4 Poetry Competition 

  National Poetry Day 

Fri 4  Y5/6 Poetry Competition 

  Harvest Assembly 

Sat 5  Teesside Team Chess Championship 

  (Prep Hall; 9.30am-2.30pm) 

Mon 7  Y3 Swimming begins (Arkwright/Brunel) 

Tue 8  Silver Stories trip to Middleton Hall 

  (Y3 members; 4.45pm return) 

Term Dates 

Autumn Term 2024 
Preparation Day   Tuesday, 27th August 2024 

    Wednesday, 28th August 2024 

All pupils return   Thursday, 29th August 2024 

Half term begins   Friday, 18th October 2024  

    (after school) 

Pupils return    Monday, 4th November 2024 

Term ends    Friday, 13th December 2024  

    (after school; no after school care) 

Spring Term 2025 
Pupils return    Monday, 6th January 2025 

Half term begins   Thursday, 20th February 2025  

    (after school) 

INSET Day Friday  21st February 2025 

Pupils return    Monday 3rd March 2025 

Term ends Friday  4th April 2025 (after school) 

Summer Term, 2025 
Pupils return    Wednesday, 23rd April 2025 

Bank Holiday    Monday, 5th May 2025 

Half term begins   Thursday, 22nd May 2025  

    (after school) 

Pupils return    Monday, 2nd June 2025 

Term ends    Thursday, 3rd July 2025  

(after Prize Giving) 

Celebration Assembly 

Head Teacher Award: Year 5—Freddie B. 

 Values Endeavour 

3B Wilf M. Clemmie D. 

3J Zuri R. Joy F. 

3P Ben W. Jack B. 

4F Jayden G. Daniel S. 

4J Noah S. Agam V. 

4S Aynoor R. Lily S. 

5G Scarlett Y. Andres O. 

5S Ralph K. Georgie D-B. 

5W Emily W. Shanvi P. 

6H Jake S. Ben O. 

6K  Roland M. Annabelle M. 

6L Wilfie B. Emily B. 

https://www.yarmcalendar.org/
https://www.yarmcalendar.org/

