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HEADMASTER'S WELCOME

It  is a pleasure to be back at School 

after the Christmas break and to see 

our pupils return with pleasingly 

predictable enthusiasm and good 

humour, even those in the Fifth Year 

facing their mock GCSE 

examinat ions. They have this 

important opportunity to experience 

the atmosphere of the exam hall, and 

- in weeks to come when results are 

shared and marked papers are pored 

over - to reflect on whether their 

revision strategies are up to scratch 

and fit  for purpose as they and the 

Upper Sixth turn their attent ion to 

the last term of teaching before the 

public examinat ions are upon them.

Over the break some of our pupils 

and staff were away on trips - the 

French Department took pupils on a 

linguist ic and cultural t rip to 

Normandy and a large group of pupils 

and staff went on the Senior Ski Trip 

to Italy. Both were a great success, 

with valuable opportunit ies for 

learning and broadening horizons for 

our pupils who will, I'm sure, be 

enormously grateful to the staff who 

took t ime out of their own holidays to 

provide these experiences.

The newsletter this week contains 

some sage advice from former pupil 

Jenifer in conversat ion with Ms 

Blakemore, perhaps most relevant to 

students in the Lower Sixth who will 

be beginning to think about their 

UCAS journey in the coming months. 

Careers support and guidance is a 

vital strand through our pupils 

experiences at Yarm, with some 

outstanding Career Cluster events 

last term and planning gaining 

momentum for this year's Careers 

Convention.  We welcomed our 

Former Pupils to School in December 

at an event after the end of term and 

it  was lovely to catch up with so many 

of them and to reminisce on their 

t ime at Yarm, whether they left  last 

year or, as was the case for some, in 

the 1980s!  Miss Rhodes welcomed 

Yash, a relat ively recent leaver, to 

last term's final Working Lunch, and 

you can read her report  of this 

fascinat ing session below.

I look forward to another busy and 

successful term, and wish everyone a 

Happy New Year.

Dr Huw Williams

A wintry  morning at school this week.
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YARM CALLING? .. CLARE COLLEGE, CAMBRIDGE

As we wait  to hear about this year?s 

university offers, I caught up with 

Jenifer Umashankar, who left  Yarm 

last summer and is current ly reading 

Classics at Clare College.

What were your first  impressions 

when you arrived at  college?

I was impressed by the beauty of 

Clare. I had been to Clare before on 

the Open Day, and the scenery was 

what had primarily motivated me to 

apply here, but it  was st ill the most 

notable thing upon my arrival. The 

Forbes-Mellon, our college library, 

was also eye-catching for their vast 

collect ion of Classics books!

How was your first  supervision?

It  was strange - my first  supervision 

was for Lat in Language, and I was 

the only person there. I was used to 

small class sizes, having taken 

English and RS at A-Level, but there 

was something so odd about being 

the only one in the room. I did enjoy 

it , though; being the only person in 

the supervision meant that I could 

complete the work at my own pace. 

Sharing a supervision with others is 

also an enjoyable experience, 

providing the opportunity for 

engaging discussions. 

How far has life at  university been 

as you imagined?

University life is a lot  more flexible 

than I imagined. It?s a new 

experience, to have a choice in how I 

use my t ime; it?s my responsibility to 

ensure an even split  between work 

and socialising, and to keep track of 

my schedule, knowing where I need 

to be and when. 

What are your best  memories of 

your t ime at  university so far?

Some of my best memories of my 

t ime here have definitely been at 

Clare origami club; the laughs, 

snacks, and failure to learn the 

origami models has become 

something I look forward to over the 

weekends. 

What advice would you give to 

pupils considering making an 

Oxbridge applicat ion?

Make sure it?s something that you 

want to do. Oxbridge isn?t for 

everyone, and that?s absolutely fine. 

Be well-informed about the 

structure of your course, and make 

your choice based on whether you 

think you?d enjoy studying at Oxford 

or Cambridge.

Knowing the environment is useful 

when considering making an 

applicat ion, too. I?d recommend 

going to the Open Days (after you 

choose between Oxford and 

Cambridge) if possible. The way to 

make the most out of an open day, in 

my opinion, is to look up the college 

websites first , short list  ones you?d 

like to visit , and priorit ise seeing 

those colleges during the Open Day. 

It  won?t be possible to go to every 

single college in one day. 

Ms H Blakemore
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DEFINITELY NOT 'WORKING 9 TO 5': THE FINAL WORKING LUNCH OF 2024

Having last seen Former Pupil Yash 

Gulve (Class of 2020) in those strange 

t imes when we moved to remote 

teaching for the first  Covid 

Lockdown, Miss Rhodes was keen to 

catch up with a student who, 

throughout his A levels, had 

expressed desire and determinat ion 

to pursue a "career in the city" and 

was curious to hear if he had achieved 

his goal, so she was delighted when he 

expressed an interest (through his 

sister) in joining the Working Lunch 

programme for 24/24. With Yash 

unable to travel back to Yarm (as 

init ially intended) due to work 

commitments, this was a Working 

Lunch through Google Meet, but the 

enthusiasm of Yash was st ill 

infect ious and the audience hung on 

his every word!  

After being at Yarm from Pre-Prep 

Year One through to the Upper Sixth, 

Yash had been keen to pursue his 

passion for Economics and he 

cont inued his studies at the 

University of Warwick where he 

completed a BSc in Economics, before 

joining Barclays in the TMT 

(Technology, Media, 

Telecommunicat ions) investment 

banking group as an Analyst. Having 

now worked as part  of the team there 

for just over a year, he has been based 

predominant ly in deal teams focused 

on Buyside and Sellside M&A. Yash 

clarified what his role entails, 

describing "a day in the life of...", as 

well as shedding light on a range of 

terms and "city" jargon. It  was evident 

that Yash works in a highly pressured 

environment and that high rewards 

only come with seriously hard work, 

long hours, staunch commitment and 

high risks! Faced with a plethora of 

quest ions we appreciated Yash's 

honesty and candour and were very 

grateful to him for the sensible advice 

and guidance he offered to Sixth 

Formers keen to follow in his 

footsteps. 

We are very appreciat ive of his 

generosity of t ime, we will follow his 

career with interest and hope to 

welcome Yash back in person to the 

school in the not too distant future.

Miss C Rhodes

HAPPY NEW YEAR FROM ECONBUS

Yes, it 's January - Time for new 

resolut ions and, if you're an Upper 

Sixth Economist, you can commit to 

half an hour every Tuesday at 

Cluster Club!! This week we were 

delighted to see a wave of keen, 

committed, enthusiast ic and 

motivated students batt le bias, 

appraise analysis and combine 

crit ique as they stretched and 

challenged themselves.

Miss C Rhodes

The weeks ahead are now available online. You can view them here. 

SPORT WEEK AHEAD

https://www.yarmschool.org/sport-week-ahead/
https://www.yarmschool.org/sport-week-ahead/
https://www.yarmschool.org/sport-week-ahead/
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https://www.thepaaonline.org/whats-on/mixed-tape-2016-2025-dance-showcase/




THE PAA

Wednesday 9th April, 7.30pm
Book Online Here

MAGIC OF MOTOWN

Saturday 15th February, 7:30pm
Book Online Here

Saturday 1st  February, 7:30pm
Book Online Here 

SHOWSTOPPER - THE IMPROVISED MUSICAL

Bella Gaffney?s show, ?Reflect ions,? offers a 

capt ivat ing blend of original composit ions and 

tradit ional tunes that delve into both Brit ish folk 

and Americana, all viewed through the lens of the

troubadour lifestyle.

Seen by over a million people, now in its 18th year touring the 

UK. It?s no surprise that this show is one of the biggest success 

stories in Brit ish theatre history.

Come and join us for 2025 as we reach out and show you there 

ain?t no mountain high enough with the biggest Motown party 

of the year. Get ready for all the hits, glit tering costumes, 

dazzling dance rout ines and outstanding musicianship in this 

breath-taking live concert spectacular.

With fifteen years as an Edinburgh Fringe must-see 

phenomenon, a BBC Radio 4 series, a crit ically acclaimed West 

End run and an Olivier Award to their name, The 

Showstoppers have delighted audiences across the globe with 

their ingenious blend of comedy, musical theatre and 

spontaneity.

A brand new musical comedy is created from scratch at each 

performance of this award-winning show as audience 

suggest ions are transformed on the spot into all-singing, all 

dancing product ions with hilarious results!

REFLECTIONS - BELLA GAFFNEY

10th January 2025

https://www.thepaaonline.org/whats-on/showstoppers/
https://www.thepaaonline.org/whats-on/showstoppers/
https://www.thepaaonline.org/whats-on/showstoppers/
https://www.thepaaonline.org/whats-on/motown25/
https://www.thepaaonline.org/whats-on/motown25/
https://www.thepaaonline.org/whats-on/motown25/
https://www.thepaaonline.org/whats-on/reflections-bella-gaffney/
https://www.thepaaonline.org/whats-on/reflections-bella-gaffney/
https://www.thepaaonline.org/whats-on/reflections-bella-gaffney/


https://drive.google.com/file/d/1v-4N8Di0MwKMpxVeSnO2CeaE131-wpA7/view?usp=sharing
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