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Welcome to this edition of The Phoenix Flier! We are delighted to bring you the 

latest stories, updates, and happenings from our vibrant community. This week 

has been filled with exciting workshops, challenges, trips, guest speakers, and 

group projects as part of our STEAM Week. The overarching theme this year has 

been the 200th anniversary of the Stockton to Darlington Railway.  

Throughout the week, all pupils from Nursery to Year 6 participated in 

immersive, hands-on experiences. Team-based tasks ranged from building 

model bridges spanning the River Tees to creating gravity-powered railways. The depth of learning has been 

outstanding, and the development of teamwork skills significant. It has been a pleasure to witness the pupils' 

energy and enthusiasm, with guest speakers remarking on how impressed they were by the character and 

curiosity shown. A huge thank you to Mrs Smith for coordinating yet another brilliant STEAM Week. 

Elsewhere in school, there has been no shortage of ambition, achievement, and growth. Our U11 Netball team 

won the North East Junior School tournament, while our U11 Girls' Hockey team triumphed in the County 

championship in the In2Hockey competition. Chess has also seen fierce competition, with a record number of 

players battling it out in the school round of the UK Chess Challenge. 

As we head into half term, I would like to congratulate all our pupils and staff for their effort and commitment 

this term. With so much accomplished, the break is certainly well deserved. I look forward to the next 

instalment and the adventures ahead of us! 

Bill  Sawyer 

Head’s 

Challenge: I am 

found in the flame, 

though hidden from 

sight. In sadness, I 

linger, though not out of 

spite. What am I?  

Photo of the 

Week: Our annual 

STEAM Week has seen 

the pupils rise to myriad 

challenges to do with 

the theme of ‘Trains’.  

See inside for some 

early highlights. 
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Year 4 has learned a lot about the history of the steam engine and 

local history of the Stockton and Darlington train line. We visited 

Hopetown and listened to a talk from Ken Bradshaw, who is Blue 

Badge Guide and has extensive knowledge of our local area. 

Year 4 have also looked at the strength of different shapes pillars. 

The children made triangular based, square based and cylindrical 

pillars to test this. We were amazed by how strong the cylindrical 

pillars were. Most of them were able to hold more than 10 

dictionaries each weighing 600g!  

Mr Frank 

Year 6 were one of many year 

groups to take part in a 

workshop led by the North York 

Moors Railway. 

Mr Harandon 

On Tuesday, 50 Year 3 children 

plus teachers set off from school 

to Allen’s West to catch the train 

to North Road Station for their 

visit to Hopetown. Fortunately, 

Mr Evans and Mr Vardy had 

volunteered to take us by 

minibus to the station which 

saved us from a walk.  

There was great excitement as 

we waited on the side of a very 

chilly platform for our train to 

arrive. The train arrived, and we 

were clambering aboard for a 

quick journey to Darlington 

North Station. During our journey we saw The Great North Air 

Ambulance, Durham Tees Valley Airport and several aeroplanes 

close to the runway.  

On our arrival at Hopetown, we were met by Eleanor who 

was our excellent workshop leader. We spent some time 

STEAM Week 
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playing outside and enjoyed a quick snack before entering the museum. There were so many 

activities in which to participate from engines to marvel at and fancy dress costumes to be 

worn for photographs. After lunch, we had some time for more exploration of the exhibits and 

then a spot of retail therapy, which is always a very popular part of a school visit!  Finally, it 

was time to depart back to school.  

Having arrived back at Allen’s West, we were 

met by Martin Peagram who shared his 

extensive knowledge with all of us. Thank you 

very much to Mrs Smith who organised this 

wonderful trip, which was inspirational and 

provided us with many ideas for our bridge 

building project.  

Mrs Jones 
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Last Thursday, the Year 3 children visited Arbeia Roman Fort at South Shields. If 

you have never visited this fascinating historic site, it is situated parallel to the 

River Tyne in the middle of a range of modern houses from flats to back to back 

terraces! It served as the perfect ending to our British history topics this year which 

have taken us from the Stone Age to the end of the Romans in Britain.  

The children thoroughly enjoyed practical activities which included: an 

archaeological dig, bridge building, mosaic creation and the game of Ludus 

Latrunculi ( a similar game to chess)  

The children impressed Helen, one of our guides with their 

knowledge of Roman life, the invasion and historical vocabulary too. 

They were also able to explore the whole site with Leslie and learned 

about the ‘latrine,’ the barracks and how to scare off the most scary 

Year 3 Trip to Arbeia 
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of intruders with a stone ball 

thrown from the top of the 

West Entrance. The visit 

ended with some shopping 

for souvenirs of a memorable 

day at Arbeia.  

Mrs Jones 

Visiting Arbeia was incredibly 

fun. My favourite part of the 

day was digging in the Roman 

village, being an 

archaeologist. Edith and I 

found a Roman skull, which 

told us that person probably died 

because they were injured. 

Isabelle F. 
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Under 11 Hockey v Cundall 

Manor 

The U11 boys made the short journey 

to Cundall Manor to play hockey. Two 

teams played, with both demonstrating 

great determination despite the cold 

conditions.  

A number of well worked goals were 

scored and some stering defence 

contributed to two great results. A 

massive shout out to Rory F and Kaiden 

G for stepping up and playing in goal 

for the first time. Well done all!  

Mr Simpson 

Under 11 NEJS Netball 

On Wednesday 12th February, eight Year 6 girls went to Hymers College in 

Hull for the U11s NEJS (North East Junior Schools) netball tournament. 

Although it may have been a cloudy and gloomy day, our spirits were quite the opposite. We stepped off the bus with our 

heads held high and our shoulders back: we were ready for the events the day would bring.  

The first round was a brilliant success: we won all our matches and were through to the next round. The next round was very 

similar, if not a bit harder, and we won all our matches triumphantly. We were positive we would win the tournament, but 

then one team challenged us to a rematch for the finals. There was still more netball to play.  

We strolled onto the pitch feeling prepared. Powered by adrenaline and determination, we played the best that we could and 

it was worth it! We won the match: 8 - 2 to us! We sat down in the prize-giving, feeling too excited to speak, until the lady 

called our school name: “And the winner of the shield is… Yarm!” It was like a dream come true! 

Manha A. 

Girls’ Sport Round-Up 

We took 2 teams to the County hockey tournament held at Norton Astro last 

Friday. This tournament is a qualifier for the In2 hockey event next month so both 

teams were motivated to do their very best. Rosa’s team played really well in their 

first fixture v Red House securing a 4-0 win with Daisy and Georgina scoring the 

goals.  

In their second fixture they played Barnard Castle and although it took time to get 

into the game the girls ran out 3-0 winners with Georgina, Annalise and Daisy once 

again amongst the goals. With two wins it meant the girls won the overall event 

which was great to see. Sophia’s team played well in their two matches winning 1-

0 v Barnard Castle with Annabelle C scoring the winner but eventually lost 1-2 to 

Red House, in what was a closely contested affair.  

Overall both teams gave a good account of themselves and good luck to Rosa’s team who will go through to the next round on 

13th March.  

Mrs Redhead-Sweeney 

PE and Games News 

https://bit.ly/yarmcurriculum
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This year's internal UK Chess 

Challenge tournament attracted a 

record entry of 77 players, despite 

stiff competition from parties and 

numerous other events. 

This meant we had more than 

enough players to provide 

categories for everyone from Year 

2 all the way up to Year 6, without 

having to combine any of the 

sections. 

The Year 2s were playing in their 

first-ever chess event. We had 16 

of them in action; a record in itself. 

Miesha Abdullah was the champion 

of the section and, of course, the 

Best Girl. Harrison McGlade and 

Ollie Stephenson shared the Best 

Boy title. 

Arya Jafari and Omran Soliman kept 

up their family traditions when 

they shared first place (and title of 

Best Boy) in the Year 3 section. 

Isabelle Fraser played extremely 

well to capture the title of Best Girl. 

The Year 4 section was the largest and most competitive 

category of all, but that did not stop Jayden Wang from 

winning all of his games to become the overall (and 

Boy) champion. Zoyaa Soni played very well too, to 

become the new Girl Champion of Year 4.  

Dara Jafari kept up his excellent form with a very 

convincing victory in the Year 5 section, winning all of 

his games and taking the Best Boy title, with Scarlett 

Yang once again taking the title of Best Girl. 

Fathe Chahal outscored all of the opposition to win the 

Year 6 section - and the title of Best Boy. Manha 

Abdullah and Sandy Omar battled away all day to try 

and become the Best Girl and after various adventures 

they ended up sharing the title. 

The full scores can be found on the school's chess 

notice board. 

Well played, everyone! 

Mr Marsh 

UK Chess Challenge 

https://bit.ly/yarmcurriculum
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This is a copy of the email sent out to parents earlier this week, detailing all of the key events taking place 

over the second half of the term. 

By way of a reminder, we wanted to keep you abreast of a number of key events coming up in the coming weeks 

here at Yarm and hope you find this information useful. Please keep an eye on the Phoenix Flier as well for any 

future updates and events. 

Monday 3rd March 

Pupils return to school after half-term, with after school as usual. This can be booked by clicking on this link. 

Monday 3rd March - Rare Diseases Day 

We will be supporting Rare Diseases Day again this year, raising money for Kabuki UK. Your child can wear their 

jeans on this date (or an item of blue) with their usual school uniform if they bring in £1 or donate via this link. 

Thursday 6th March - World Book Day 

We invite every member of the school community to dress up as their favourite fictional book character for the 

day! During the day we will be inviting parents to visit our wonderful library to share a book with your child and 

enjoy a drink in the reading cafe. Please see page 10 of this edition of the Flier for further information. 

Additionally, we will be hosting a Book Fair during the week in the Studio Hall and the Prep Foyer. 

Friday 7th March - Bring your Grown Up to School Day (For Pre-Prep children only) 

Parents are invited to come along for a special Stay and Play session. One adult per child is invited to join us in 

Nursery and Pre-Prep. If you have any questions about the event, please get in touch with your child’s Form 

Teacher.  

Friday 7th March - Prep Red Nose Disco (for Years 3-6) 

The disco will take place in the Prep School hall on Friday 7th March, from 6pm until 7.30pm. All pupils are invited 

and will be able to enjoy the usual party games and activities organised by teachers and dance to a range of 

‘bangers’ played by the DJ!  

Tickets for the disco will be £2 each (money to be brought along on the night), with all proceeds going to Comic 

Relief as part of Red Nose Day. We do need confirmation of pupil attendance for catering and safety purposes, as 

every child will be given something to eat during the event. As such, please could you fill in this online consent 

form by Monday 4th March. 

On the day of the disco, children attending the party will go home as usual and can then return for the 6pm start. 

Please be advised that children will have to be dropped off at the Prep School car park and met by our teachers to 

walk to the hall. Staff will be in attendance from here to supervise the children to the disco.  

If you plan on booking After School Care, we can supervise them in a special 

after school care. It is recommended that they bring in a packed tea though 

to keep them going. Please let me know via email if you want to make use of 

this. Street dance club will go ahead as normal; children involved will be 

supervised prior to the start of the disco. 

Please ensure that your child brings their water bottle to school on the day 

Spring Term—Second Half Events 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfNXtXklQfj3jxXG0v_YcMl36fyUNnSNLb5ellmE5CWS4FeFw/viewform?usp=dialog
https://www.justgiving.com/page/yarm-preparatory-school-12?utm_medium=FR&utm_source=CL
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScgSZoI4grcyUDdKT8MDOdYx5msUi41BqttHk7xvuCsJlk-2g/viewform?usp=header
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScgSZoI4grcyUDdKT8MDOdYx5msUi41BqttHk7xvuCsJlk-2g/viewform?usp=header
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of the disco as they will be drinking water from these during the event to cut back on single use plastic cups.   

Parents can collect their children at 7.30pm from the Prep School. If the Prep car park becomes full, please use the 

Senior School car park as an alternative and walk up to the Prep site.  

Please complete the online consent form above by Monday 3rd March to secure a place for your child at the disco. 

Please note: the disco is only open to Prep School children. 

Friday 14th March - Red Nose Day (Y3-6 only) 

For Comic Relief, all children can come into school in the morning wearing an item of red clothing, along with their 

usual school uniform and should bring in £1 to donate to the charity. 

Friday 14th March - Pre-Prep Holi Festival Celebrations 

In Pre-Prep, we will be celebrating this festival with a ‘colour run’ in the Pre-Prep Garden! Please send your child to 

school wearing home clothes that you don’t mind getting covered in paint! 

If your child is in Nursery and does not usually attend Nursery on a Friday afternoon, you are more than welcome to 

drop them off at 2pm and collect at 3.30pm so that they can join in with the celebrations. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to get in contact with any of the Pre-Prep team. 

Monday 17th and Tuesday 18th - Parent Consultations 

Details to follow of how you can book an appointment with your child’s form tutor to discuss their progress this 

term. 

Thank you as always for your support. 

Mr Stone 

https://bit.ly/yarmcurriculum
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The Child Exploitation and Online Protection Centre (CEOP) 

aims to keep children and young people safe from sexual 

abuse and grooming online. 

Parents, carers and children can report a concern about child 

sexual abuse or online exploitation to the CEOP Safety Centre. 

ANY CHILD IN IMMEDIATE DANGER SHOULD ALWAYS CALL 

999 FIRST. 

You can contact CEOP by clicking on the logo on this page. This 

links to the CEOP website where you can report any concerns 

you may have. Alternatively, click www.ceop.police.uk/safety-

centre/. 

Mr Stone 

Thursday 6th March - 

World Book Day 2025 - 

Reading Café and Book 

Fair  

World Book Day presents the 

perfect opportunity to celebrate 

literature and reading together. 

This year, we would like to 

celebrate that children are 

more likely to enjoy reading 

when their choices are championed and we make reading fun. 

Therefore, every year group will be invited to celebrate the joy 

of reading as a family by bringing their favourite story along to 

enjoy in our ‘Reading Café’ at the Prep School.  

All parents from Nursery to Year 6 are invited to attend the 

reading cafe on Thursday 6th March from 3 - 5pm.  

Alongside our reading café, we are inviting the children to 

participate in our reading competition, where they can 

redesign the front cover of their favourite text in any medium 

they choose. This will culminate in winners being selected 

from the entries and vouchers awarded to spend at the book 

fair being held on Monday 3rd - Friday 7th March. The book 

fair will be available in Pre-Prep and the foyer at the Prep 

school. Children will be able to select and purchase books, or 

order others to be delivered to school. Every purchase made 

at the book fair provides the school with commission to be 

spent on new books for our children to share.   

On Thursday 6th March we would like the children to come 

dressed in a costume from their favourite book, bringing their 

favourite story to share with other children during the day. 

The YSPCC are introducing their World Book Day costume 

exchange this year. Please see their flier below. We ask that 

football kits are not worn this year.   

Every child will be given a £1 World Book Day token to swap 

for one of the ten books available this year in local stockists. 

Unfortunately, they cannot be used for the Scholastic book 

fair books.  

We look forward to championing reading with you. 

Mr Pengilley 

In advance of World Book Day on the 6th March, the YPSSC is 

hosting a Fancy Dress Stall. Bring in old ones that don't fit 

anymore and find a new one at the stall. Donations of pre-

loved fancy dress will be accepted until half-term (12-20th 

Feb). The stall will be open to buy outfits on the last day of 

term, 20th Feburary, and again when school reopens after half

-term on the run up to Book Day. 

YPSSC 

CEOP 

World Book Day Fancy Dress 

World Book Day 

https://www.ceop.police.uk/Safety-Centre/
https://www.ceop.police.uk/Safety-Centre/
https://www.ceop.police.uk/Safety-Centre/
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We are excited to inform you that Yarm Cricket Club is 

launching its very first all-girls cricket team! This is a fantastic 

opportunity for girls of all abilities (in Years 5&6) to learn and 

enjoy the sport in a fun and supportive environment.  

The coaching sessions will be led by Chris Gibbons, an ECB-

accredited coach, ensuring top-quality training and guidance. 

They are kick-starting with two free taster sessions on 

Saturday 25th January, from 1:30 PM to 3:00 PM at Conyers 

Sports Hall. After the taster sessions, the weekly cost will be 

approximately £6.25 per hour.  

Here are the dates for the upcoming sessions: February: 22nd; 

March: 1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd, 29th; April: 5th, 12th.  

We warmly invite all interested girls to attend. Whether your 

daughter is new to the sport or has experience, these sessions 

are a great way to learn new skills, make friends, and be part 

of an exciting new team.  

Please feel free to get in touch with Chris directly if you have 

any questions or need more information. He can be contacted 

on chrisgibbons@sky.com. 

Mrs Redhead-Sweeney 

Tom Ball - Spotlight—Wednesday 16th April, 

7.30pm  

Tom Ball shot to fame on Britain’s Got Talent, with Simon 

Cowell telling him he was ‘simply sensational’, and Amanda 

Holden saying he was among the best she’d ever seen.  

Following the release of his debut album, Curtain Call, Tom is 

embarking on his first major UK tour. The singer has been 

likened to such stars as Michael Ball and Michael Bublé – and 

now it’s time for him to step into the Spotlight.  

Dave Finnegan's Commitments— Sunday 11th 

May, 7.30pm  

Direct from the hit Hollywood Film "The Commitments", the 

man who has fronted the touring band for the last ten years, is 

here with his sensational show and his own 8-piece band 

behind him, performing all the hits from the film and much 

more.  

Dave 

Finnegan’s 

Commitments 

features the 

same 

commitment 

to their music, with the instantly recognisable horn section, 

and that sweet soul rhythm section.  

Something About Lennon— Friday 6th June. 

7.30pm  

Imagine a show that tells 

the story of one of popular 

music's most iconic figures 

in a totally unique way.  

In a brand-new show from the creators of ‘Something About 

Simon’ and ‘Something About George’, Something About 

Lennon – The John Lennon Story will show you a life that 

wasn't always filled with peace and love.  

A tale of controversy, genius, politics and protest, Something 

About Lennon charts John's story from the breakup of The 

Beatles to his untimely death in 1980, featuring incredible 

songs like ‘Woman’, ‘Instant Karma’, and ‘Imagine’, and his 

story wouldn’t be complete without a few Beatles' classics 

along the way.   

Coming Up at the PAA 

Yarm Cricket Club Girls Team 

Holiday Club Dates 
Easter 2025: - 7th—11th April 2025 

Summer 2025: - 14th July—1st August 2025 

Please contact Mr Simpson for information. 

mailto:chrisgibbons@sky.com?subject=Girls%20Cricket
https://www.thepaaonline.org/whats-on/tb-spotlight/
https://www.thepaaonline.org/whats-on/tb-spotlight/
https://www.thepaaonline.org/whats-on/commitments/
https://www.thepaaonline.org/whats-on/commitments/
https://www.thepaaonline.org/whats-on/lennon/
https://www.thepaaonline.org/whats-on/lennon/
mailto:cjs@yarmschool.org?subject=Holiday%20Club
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Coming Up 

You can find the Yarm School calendar for the 
Spring Term by clicking here 

MARCH 2025 

Mon 3  Pupils return 

  Rare Diseases Day (bring in £1 to wear jeans) 

Tue 4  School Council  

  Curiosity Emporium (1pm; Mrs Hercock) 

  House Pancake Races 

  U8 Football Workshop with Durham 

  (away; 2pm start, 4pm return) 

Wed 5  Informal Concert (Prep Hall; 4pm) 

Thu 6  World Book Day (dressing up day!) 

  U11 Girls’ In2Hockey (TBC) 

  World Book Day Reading Café (3-5pm) 

Fri 7  Prep Red Nose Disco (Prep Hall; 6-7.30pm) 

  Bring Your Mothers/Grandmothers to Pre-Prep 

  U10 Hockey v Barnard Castle 

  (away; 2pm start, 4.15pm return) 

  U10/11 Netball v Red House (home; 2pm start) 

  U11 Hockey v Barnard Castle (home; 2pm start) 

Mon 10 Year 4 Drama Week commences 

Tue 11  Year 5 London trip departs 

  U8 Netball v Queen Mary’s (home; 2pm start) 

Wed 12 Year 4 trip to EDF Teesmouth Centre 

Thu 13  NE Area U11 Girls’ Hockey Finals (details TBC) 

Fri 14  Year 5 return from London 

  Red Nose Day for Comic Relief  

  (Wear an item of red; bring in £1) 

  Pre-Prep Holi Celebrations 

  NEJS Boy’s Hockey competition 

  (at Pocklington; 11am start, 4.30pm return) 

Mon 17 Neurodiversity Celebration Week 

  LCM examinations week 

  Parents Evening (4-6pm) 

  No after school clubs run by form teachers this  

  week 

Tue 18  Parents Evening (4-6pm) 

Wed 19 Year 6 Sports Tour—Zoom Meeting for Parents 

  (sign up by clicking on the link) 

  Peter Knutsford (wildlife photographer) visit 

Thu 20  U9 Netball v Durham School 

  (home; 2.15pm start) 

Fri 21  U10/11 Netball v Durham School 

  (away; 2pm start, 4.15pm return) 

  U10 Hockey v Ashville  

  (away; 2pm start, 4.30pm return) 

  U11 Hockey v Ashville (home; 2pm start) 

Term Dates 

Spring Term 2025 
Term ends Friday  4th April 2025 (after school) 

 

Summer Term, 2025 
Pupils return    Wednesday, 23rd April 2025 

Bank Holiday    Monday, 5th May 2025 

Half term begins   Thursday, 22nd May 2025  

    (after school) 

Pupils return    Monday, 2nd June 2025 

Term ends    Thursday, 3rd July 2025  

(after Prize Giving) 

Celebration Assembly 

Music Colours: 

Bronze: Imogen C., Rosie L., Annabelle M., Hannah M., 

Ben O. 

Silver: Hannah M., Jayden W., Faye A., Freddie B. 

Gold: Kaiden G., Roland M., Shanvi P., Emily Q., Rosa W., 

Hannah M., Genevieve P., Jayden W. 

Platinum: Andres O., Amelie T. 

Digital Leaders 

Aditi K., Wilbur MS., Sia S., Georgie DB., Shanvi P., Mana 

H., Hattie P., Ziad S., Thomas H., Annabelle M., Emily Q., 

Imogen C., Daisy C., Jack M., Dax C., Angus F., George S., 

Stan D., Jack A., Wilfie B., Roland M., Alice W., Rosa W., 

Annalise D., Sandy O., Martha L., Thomas M., Jack S., Ben 

O., Manha A. 

 Values Endeavour 

3B Jack A. Annabel B. 

3J Matilda M. Dylan B. 

3P Florence S. Ben W. 

4F Zane R. Louis G. 

4J India B. Agam V. 

4SU Joshua A. Naveah MT. 

5G Annabelle A. Aditi K. 

5S Harrison G. Elizabeth H. 

5W Mana H. Robert W. 

6H James B. Jack S. 

6K Jack A. Will G. 

6L Stan D. Emily B. 

https://www.yarmcalendar.org/
https://www.yarmcalendar.org/
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_KVALPo_dQae-9DVfmlu8DA

